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so, when Goremykin appeared before the Duma and de-
clared that private property was sacred, that the expropria-
tion of the landowners for the benefit of the peasants was
an impossible dream, etc., the peasant members abandoned
the Government and pinned their faith to the Constitutional
Democratic Party, which promised them land, and freedom
into the bargain.
It was then that the landowning nobility, forgetting their
new-fangled liberalism, began to vociferate: "Treason is
rampant in the land; the sacred right of property, the
foundation of all modern civilized states, is endangered;
the Czar's servants are betraying him either through lack
of character or because of insidiousness; those who advocate
distribution of land among the peasants must be severely
punished." To make a long story short, the Duma was
dispersed and a number of the delegates retired to the city
of Vyborg, Finland, where they issued a vain appeal calling
upon all Russian citizens not to pay taxes or furnish army
recruits until the legislative body was reconvened.
The Duma members who signed the Vyborg Appeal were
arraigned by Stolypin. His purpose was to deprive them
of the right to be elected to the Imperial Duma. As the
Minister of Justice was a mere plaything in his hands,
Stolypin brought pressure to bear upon the judicial authori-
ties, and the offenders were sentenced to imprisonment and
deprivation of the right of election to the Duma. Com-
petent jurists told me that the trial was both unlawful and
unfair. The trial was not an act of justice, but a clever
political move against the Cadet Party, for most of the
convicted deputies were members of that organization.
The Second Duma differed but little from the First,
although by a dexterous manipulation of the law Stolypin
succeeded in barring from the elections a great many prom-
inent public leaders, who as members of the First Duma
had signed the celebrated Vyborg Appeal. Both Dumas